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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 DAMASC 01779 161523Z 
ACTION 10-13 

INFO OCT-01 NEA-10 ISO-OO SNM-02 AGRE-00 IGA-02 AID-05 
MED-03 DODE-OO DEAE-00 CIAE-00 INR-07 JUSE-00 NSAE-00 
TRSE-00 USIA-15 NSC-05 OES-06 OMB-01 HEW-06 L-03 H-02 
/081 W 

1701 16Z 061073/13 

R 161450Z MAR 77 
FM AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2247 
INFO USMISSION GENEVA 

UNCLAS DAMASCUS 1779 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SNAR 

SUBJECT: CONGRESSIONAL HEARINGS ON DECRIMINALIZATION OF MARIHUANA 

REF: STATE 57902 

1 . CRIMINAL CHARGES FOR POSSESSION OF MARIHUANA OR ANY 
NARCOTIC, EITHER UNDER CATEGORIES OF TRAFFICKING 

OR POSSESSION ARE GOVERNED BY LAW 182. POSSESSION FOR 
PERSONAL USE CARRIES MIMINUM IMPRISONMENT OF SIX MONTHS 
WITH NO MAXIMUM SENTENCE SET AND FINE OF FROM 5,000 TO 
30,000 SYRIAN POUNDS, BOTH DEPENDING ON AMOUNT OF NARCOTICS 
SEIZED AND PREVIOUS CRIMINAL RECORD. TRAFFICKING CAN RESULT 
IN IMPRISONMENT OF FROM 3 YEARS TO LIFE WITH HARD LABOR 
AND FINE FROM 30,000 TO 100,000 SYRIAN POUNDS, BOTH DEPENDING 
ON AMOUNT OF NARCOTICS SEIZED AND PREVIOUS CRIMINAL 
RECORD. LENGTH OF SENTENCE IS DETERMINED BY RECOMMENDATION 
OF PUBLIC PROSECUTOR AND DISCRETION OF 
JUDGE'S) WHO ACT INDEPENDENTLY. RECENTLY. COURTS 
HAVE HANDED DOWN RELATIVELY HARSH SENTENCES. 

2. A CATEGORY OF ACCUSED WHO FALL BETWEEN DEFINITIONS 
FOR POSSESSION AND TRAFFICKING ARE CARRIERS. EXAMPLE 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 DAMASC 01779 161523Z 

OF THIS IS AMCIT PETER FORELLA WHO WAS 

ACCUSED OF TRAFFICKING BY PUBLIC 

PROSECUTOR BUT CONVICTED FOR POSSESSION OF 8 KILOS 

OF HASHISH. HIS SENTENCE WAS 18 MONTHS AND FINE 

OF 96,000 SYRIAN POUNDS. 

3. FINES ARE ADMINISTRATIVELY DETERMINED BY CUSTOMS 
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SERVICE IN MOST CASES AND LESSER AMOUNTS CAN BE 
NEGOTIATED BY ACCUSED OR HIS ATTORNEY. IF FINE IS 
NOT PAID ONE YEAR IS ADDED TO SENTENCE FOR CRIMINAL 
CHARGES. 

4. OFFICIAL RATE OF EXCHANGE IS 3.90 SYRIAN 
POUNDS TO THE U.S. DOLLAR. 

MURPHY 


UNCLASSIFIED 
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